







































































































































































































































































































































































	 My	experience	in	Chiapas	allowed	me	to	see	the	extreme	indigenous	pride	that	is	present	in	this	part	of	Mexico.	From	conversations	with	my	indigenous	friends,	visits	to	local	communities,	touring	CIDECI	(a	local	indigenous	university),	and	from	experiencing	the	very	visible	presence	of	indigenous	people	in	the	city	of	San	Cristobal,	it	quickly	became	clear	to	me	that	this	pride	is	not	a	product	of	twenty	years	of	Zapatista	rebellion,	but	of	hundreds	of	years	of	social	organizing	and	fighting	to	for	the	greater	visibility	and	representation	of	indigenous	people	against	Spanish	conquerors,	early	Mexican	dictators,	and	now	the	current	Mexican	state.	These	efforts	by	indigenous	people	across	Mexico	cannot	be	condensed	into	the	actions	of	the	Zapatistas.	Their	resistance	has	been	incredibly	complex	and	drawn	out,	with	many	periods	of	repression	and	repeated	organized	resistance	since	the	invasion	of	the	Spanish.			 Many	authors	describe	the	Zapatista	uprising	as	its	own	entity,	not	as	an	uprising	that	was	a	continuation	of	many	years	of	protest.	However	it	could	alternatively	be	viewed	as	one	aspect	of	a	long	drawn	out	process	of	pushing	the	government	to	listen	to	the	indigenous	perspective.	By	not	recognizing	these	connections,	there	is	an	erasure	of	critical	players,	an	oversimplification	of	history,	and	an	overemphasis	put	on	legislative	action.			 There	seems	to	be	a	pattern	in	social	movements	where	they	are	recognized	as	much	less	than	they	actually	are.	These	critical	social	movements	are	limited	to	moments	in	time	or	specific	events	that	are	falsely	solved	by	legislative	action.	However	in	reality,	these	movements	are	more	elaborate	and	complex	than	what	they	are	recognized	as.	The	problems	at	hand	–	racism,	sexism,	and	indigenous	rights	–	cannot	be	solved	with	one	piece	of	legislation,	and	yet	they	are	continuously	portrayed	as	though	they	are.	When	these	
Jackson-Jordan	
	 67	
movements	resurface,	the	world	seems	surprised	that	the	problem	is	still	present	and	much	time	and	effort	is	spent	denying	it.	With	this	thesis,	I	want	to	bring	this	pattern	to	light.	I	want	to	make	these	connections	to	explore	what	happens	when	the	complexity	and	longevity	of	these	movements	is	not	recognized.					 In	this	thesis	I	was	not	able	to	cover	every	single	indigenous	act	of	protest	in	Mexico	but	tried	to	highlight	just	a	few.	There	are	still	many	uprisings,	groups,	and	organized	efforts	that	were	not	mentioned	and	yet	still	are	pertinent	to	understanding	the	full	scale	of	a	movement	that	is	commonly	oversimplified.	These	other	groups	still	deserve	to	be	recognized	and	emphasized,	however	because	of	my	limited	resources,	time,	and	space,	I	was	not	able	to	cover	every	single	one.	I	hope	that	in	future	research,	these	many	other	contributions	can	continue	to	be	uncovered	and	recognized	for	their	importance.			 I	would	hypothesize	that	there	are	also	many	more	movements	in	the	United	States	as	well	in	other	parts	of	the	world	that	exemplify	the	patterns	that	were	pointed	to	in	Chapter	4.	Black	Liberation,	Native	American	Activism,	and	United	States	Feminism	are	not	the	only	movements	where	these	patterns	are	present.	Once	again,	for	the	purposes	of	this	paper	I	had	to	focus	on	a	few	specific	movements	in	order	to	efficiently	illustrate	the	patterns.	I	hope	that	future	research	can	continue	to	discover	how	erasure	manifests	itself	in	other	movements	and	the	damage	it	causes.			 Even	with	my	inability	to	cover	every	indigenous	contribution	in	Mexico	and	every	movement	that	shows	similar	erasures,	my	intention	was	to	point	to	these	overarching	patterns	that	seem	to	be	present	across	movements.	My	goal	was	to	raise	awareness	of	the	problem	of	a	limited	narrative	and	demonstrate	some	of	the	ways	in	which	groups	are	erased.		
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	 Most	importantly,	I	hope	that	this	thesis	shows	the	ways	in	which	social	movements	can	be	studied	more	effectively	in	the	future,	in	ways	that	don’t	create	an	erasure	of	critical	components.	This	would	entail	recognizing	the	continuity	of	social	movements	and	the	connections	between	the	prominent	moments	in	time.	It	would	mean	being	intentional	about	which	players	are	given	credit	and	highlighting	the	contributions	of	the	lesser-known	participants.	It	would	require	celebrating	when	political	or	policy	goals	are	achieved	but	not	encouraging	a	misconception	that	the	war	has	been	won,	and	all	of	the	problems	are	solved.	I	hope	that	my	paper	has	pointed	to	some	of	these	problems	and	will	push	academia	in	the	future	to	take	these	steps	to	avoid	patterns	of	erasure.																
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